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NEWS IN BrIEf
Sports

BCCI fails to ensure warm-up 
games for Team India

World Cup 

Chaudhary settles 
for bronze at 10m air pistol

It was challenging to prepare 
for Olympics: Hockey umpires

Chennaiyin FC retains 
right back reagan Singh

CHENNaI: Right back Reagan Singh has signed a new 
contrct with Chennaiyin FC contract that will keep him with the 
two-time Indian Super League champions till 2023. A tough and 
resilient presence on the right wing, CFC fans will be overjoyed 
following Reagan’s retention. The 30-year-old had joined CFC 
from NorthEast United ahead of the 2020-21 season in Goa, a 
CFC release said. “First of all I would like to thank the Chen-
naiyin family for believing in me. I feel proud to be part of one 
of the most successful teams in the country”, Reagan said. “I 
believe I contributed well and improved as a player in my first 
season. My ambition now is to help the club lift their third ISL 
trophy, and the first of my career”, he added.

india to have camp, intra-squad 
games from July 15

NEw DELHI: The Indian cricket team, which is unlikely 
to get any practice match against English counties ahead of the 
five-Test series against England, will instead have a camp in 
Durham from July 15 in the lead-up to the first Test that begins 
on August 4 in Nottingham. The team is currently taking a break 
after the loss to New Zealand in the World Test Championship 
final. “As far as the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) are 
concerned, their schedule remains the same. They [India] have 
a camp in Durham from July 15,” said a statement from ECB. 
During their stay in Durham in second half of July, the Indian 
team will play two four-day intra-squad matches at the County 
Ground, Riverside, among their extended squad which comprises 
24 players, including four standby players. “We don’t expect this 
to change,” added the ECB statement. The Indian team manage-
ment was expecting county games. “We obviously wanted first-
class games, which I believe have not been given to us. I don’t 
know what the reasons for that are,” Indian skipper Virat Kohli 
had said after the conclusion of the WTC final that India lost by 
eight wickets to New Zealand. 

Bharatsinh wins gold 
in 10,000 metres

PaTIaLa: Vikram Bharatsinh of Madhya Pradesh won gold 
in men’s 10,000 metres on the opening day of the National Inter 
State Athletics Championships on Friday. Bharatsinh clocked 
30 minutes 16.44 seconds to win the gruelling 25-lap race in 
the morning session. Bharatsinh’s winning time of 30 minutes 
16.44 seconds was slower than the Tokyo Olympic qualification 
time of 27 minutes 28 seconds. Kartik Kumar of Uttar Pradesh 
won silver with a time of 30 minutes 25.79 secs while Dinesh 
of Maharashtra clocked 30 minutes 50.74 secs to take home the 
bronze medal. In a field of nine athletes, Bharatsinh shot into 
the lead half-way through the 10,000m race. With five laps to 
go, Bharatsinh became a clear winner as his nearest rival Kumar 
from Uttar Pradesh started to slow down. The gap between 
Bharatsinh and Kumar widened in the last two laps, with the 
former comfortably winning the gold in 30 mins 16.44 secs. The 
women’s 5,000m race was the second event of the morning ses-
sion, but Uttar Pradesh runner Parul Chaudhary’s gold winning 
performance of 16 minutes 04.7 seconds fell short of the Olym-
pic qualification time of 15 minutes 10 seconds. 

ICC congratulates NZ for winning inaugural WTC title

SOuTHaMPTON: The 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) may be called 
the strongest and the richest 
board in the world but it seems 
it doesn’t hold enough clout 
to get some county games for 
its team that is languishing in 
England.

India’s loss in the World 
Test Championship (WTC) 
final exposed chinks in its 
batting against the moving ball 
as New Zealand bowlers made 
the ball talk and picked wickets 
regularly, skittling out India for 
170 on the sixth reserve day 
and putting their team on road 
to victory when it looked like 
the Test would end in a draw.

While the team had no 
warm-up games during the 
quarantine period ahead of 
WTC final, lack of competi-
tive practice matches, espe-
cially against counties over 
41 days between the end of 
WTC final and the start of 
first Test against England on 

August 4, will give them little 
chance to get acclimatised 
and improve their confidence. 
India skipper Virat Kohli said 
they wanted to play matches 
against counties between the 
WTC final and England Test 
series. However, the Eng-
land and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) didn’t allow that.

In the absence of matches 
against county sides, India 
were expected to play India 
A. But the India A tour was 
cancelled due to Covid-19 
pandemic. Now they are left 
with only intra-squad games 
to overcome the chinks. 
“Well, that doesn’t depend on 
us,” said Indian skipper Virat 
Kohli in response to a ques-
tion on whether India will 
be playing practice games 
against county teams. 

“We obviously wanted first-
class games, which I believe 
have not been given to us. I 
don’t know what the reasons 
for that are,” said Kohli. The 

intra-squad, expected to be two 
in number, will be played next 
month with the 24 members 
barely making two teams. 

India also have the option 
of calling up some players 
like former India opener Faiz 
Fazal and Mumbai batsman 
Siddhesh Lad who are playing 
league cricket in the United 
Kingdom at least to add to the 
squad for intra-squad warm-
up matches. Some of the 
other top Indian international 
players like Shikhar Dhawan, 
Prithvi Shaw, Devdutt Padik-
kal, Hardik Pandya among 
others, will be busy playing 
white-ball series in Sri Lanka 
during July and won’t be able 
to make it to England. 

It then looks likely that the 
team will have to prepare with 
what they have in England. At 
best, those intra-squad games 
will be glorified nets. “I think 
our preparation time will be 
ample for us to be ready for the 
first Test,” said Kohli.

OSIJEK: India’s Saurabh 
Chaudhary settled for bronze 
in the men’s 10 meters air 
pistol event at the International 
Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF) World Cup on Thursday. 
In the eight-shooter final, 
Chaudhary had a good start 
but two bad shots of 8.7 points 
spoiled his chances. He shot 
220 points for bronze.

In the preliminary round, 
Chaudhary shot 581 out of 600 
to enter the final round while 
Abhishek Verma also shot 581 
in the qualification match to 
make the cut for the final. But 
in the final Verma finished 
fifth. bIran’s Javad Foroughi 
won the gold medal with a 
total 243.0 points. Earlier, in 
the qualification he had shot 
584/600. 

Serbia’s Damir Mikec 
bagged silver with 241.7 points. 
He shot 584/600 in the qualifi-
cation round to lead the highly 
competitive field of 71 shooters. 
In the women’s 10m air pistol 

event, both Yashaswini Singh 
Deshwal and Manu Bhaker 
entered the final but finished 
eighth and seventh respective-
ly. In the qualification round 
Yashaswini shot 578 points 
and Manu shot 577 points. 
Indian shooters failed to enter 
the final of the women’s 10m 
air rifle.

Apurvi Chandela shot 624.7 
points to finish at 24 position 
while Anjum Moudgil scored 
622.3 points in the preliminary 
round to finish at 42nd spot. 
Elavenil Valarivan, the third 
Indian shooter in the field, fin-
ished further down the ladder 
with a score of 612.2 points.

In the men’s 10m air ri-
fle, Aishwary Pratap Singh 
Tomar made the cut for the 
eight-shooter final with a 
score of 628 points but in 
the final he finished seventh. 
Deepak Kumar finished 14th 
in the qualification round of 
the men’s 10m air rifle with a 
score of 626.0 points. 

NEw DELHI: Indian hockey 
umpires, Javed Shaikh and Raghu-
prasad RV, said on Friday that pre-
paring for the Olympic Games in 
Tokyo had quite a few challenges, 
given that things were different this 
time around due to the pandemic. 
The two veteran umpires with ex-
perience of over 100 international 
matches each are the only Indians 
selected by the international hockey 
federation (FIH) to officiate in the 
matches beginning July 24.

“We have both officiated at the 
Olympic Games in the past. I was 
there at Rio (in 2016) and everything 
was very smooth but this time it has 
obviously been very different due 
to the pandemic, and we have had to 
change our plans due to a series of 
lockdowns in our respective cities. 
“In a normal scenario, we would 
have been on the hockey field go-
ing through our drills and fitness 
routine ahead of a big tournament, 
the pandemic has caused a few 
setbacks for us, but we had to find 
ways to deal with it and be prepared 
for the task,” said umpire Javed 

Shaikh, who is based in Mumbai. 
Raghuprasad RV said, “The last 
time I officiated in an international 
match was more than a year ago. 
Due to the pandemic, there were 
no tournaments, and we were un-
able to travel for any outside as-
signments either in the last couple 
of months.” “But this can’t be the 
reason for me to not officiate to 
my potential in Tokyo. We have 
to be on top of the job and deliver 
the right umpiring decisions. What 
helped during this time was Hockey 
India’s efforts to hold regular online 
sessions for hockey officials, where 
we would discuss match scenarios 
and watched videos from different 
tournaments. 

We also watched the recent 
European Championships and 
analysed how the teams’ structure 
has changed and new tactics they 
are using,” said Raghuprasad. 
The duo also highlighted the im-
portance of fitness with the game 
getting faster with the regulation 
time being reduced to four quarters 
of 15 minutes each.

DuBaI: The Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 
on Friday congratulated 
New Zealand on clinch-
ing the inaugural World 
Test Championship title 
by beating India in a rivet-
ing final in Southampton. 
It is the first major ICC tro-
phy for the Black Caps, who 
had ended as runners-up in 
back-to-back ODI World 
Cup final in 2015 and 2019. 
An incredibly tight game 
saw New Zealand bowl out 
India for 170 in the sec-
ond innings, leaving them 
139 to chase for victory 
at the Hampshire Bowl on 
Wednesday.

‘I would like to congrat-
ulate the first ever World 
Test Champions, the Black 
Caps who displayed the 
skill and temperament re-
quired to be the best Test 
team in the world,’ said 
Geoff Allardice, ICC Act-
ing CEO. 

“I would also like to 
congratulate the Indian 

team, who performed so 
consistently to qualify for 

the Final and came so close 
to winning it,’ he added.

Reopen Cantonment 
Board library

Demand to increase coaches 
of Panchavati Express

DEOLaLI CaMP: Bhai-
yasaheb Katare, a member of the 
Railway Advisory Committee, 
has demanded to increase the 
number of coaches in Panchavati 
Express for a smooth experience 
for passengers and to ensure social 
distancing among the travellers.  
Panchavati Express is a lifeline 
for Nashik residents who com-
mute daily to Mumbai for jobs, 
business, and education. 

Due to the increasing demand 
of passengers, the train started 
yesterday, a week prior, to facili-
tate commuters. In April, due to 
the increasing number of Covid-
19, the passengers reduced, and 

the railway administration was 
suffering losses. As a result, trains 
like Panchavati, Nandigram, 
Tapovan, Janshatabdi, etc. were 
closed from April 27. 

As the unreserved tickets 
are shut as of now, to avoid the 
rush of passengers, the railway 
administration decided to re-
duce the number of coaches. 
As the remaining trains like 
Sevagram Express and Godavari 
Express have not started yet, the 
number of passengers traveling 
on Panchavati Express will in-
crease, and the reduced number 
of coaches won’t be sufficient to 
cater to the residents.

DEOLaLI CaMP: Shiv Sena 
taluka Leader Chandrakant Godse 
and former corporator Asha Godse 
have demanded Ajay Kumar, Chief 
Executive Officer of Deolali Can-
tonment Board, to reopen the Can-
tonment’s library for students. The 
library, being a public place, was 
shut due to the rising Covid-19 
cases. However, as the cases have 
reduced, the board should reopen 
the library for students.

Godse stated that libraries; acad-
emies go hand in hand with busi-
ness and other fields. Even though 
various fields like business have 

resumed their work, libraries and 
academies; are still shut. Various 
high schools, primary schools, and 
other educational institutions should 
be reopened as their closure is ham-
pering the education of students. The 
gap between students and education 
is increasing. 

Therefore, it is important to open 
education institutions with some re-
strictions to avoid the virus’s spread. 
The CEO stated that he will consider 
their demand and reopen the library 
as soon as possible. Godse added 
that it will benefit the residents and 
students immensely.

Free vaccination 
centre started 

NaSHIK: On the initia-
tive of corporator and Shiv 
Sena metropolitan chief Sud-
hakar Badgujar and corporator 
Harsha Badgujar, a free vac-
cination centre was recently 
started at  Swatantryaveer 
Savarkar hall (Crompton Hall) 
in ward number 25 in the New 

Nashik division.
Harsha Badgujar said that 

a vaccination centre has been 
set up at Savarkar hall to fa-
cilitate the people of the ward 
to get vaccinated in their area. 
Gopinath Gilbile, Suresh Holkar 
and others were also present on 
the occasion.
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